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Groves Elementary Happenings 
 

Groves Elementary Celebrates Teacher Appreciation Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Groves Elementary celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week in great style. There was the BOGO book fair, 
special treats for the teachers, and a luncheon to round out the week. Mrs. Hammersmith even organized a 
“Positively Post-It” day. Students wrote special notes on Post-it Notes and placed them on teachers’ doors. 
This made the teachers feel so special and allowed students to show their appreciation of their wonderful 
teachers. 
 

Watch D.O.G.S. Donuts with Dads 

Groves Elementary hosted Donuts With Dads to help recruit more dads and was an 
opportunity for dads to bond with their child. There was an awesome turn out. You can 
watch the iMovie presentation created about Donuts With Dads on the Groves 
Elementary Website (http://www.ge.pngisd.org/). 

W.a.t.c.h. Dogs Doughnuts With Dads.mp4  

Treble Tribe & Rockin’ Recorders Perform for 3rd Graders 
Treble Tribe & Rockin’ Recorders performed their spring program, “Lights, Camera, 
Action!” for the 3rd grade students from Taft and Van Buren. The audience loved the 
program especially when SpongeBob Square Pants made his appearance. We are 
looking forward to see the 3rd graders next year as 4th graders. 
 

http://www.ge.pngisd.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             

Mrs. Howard’s GT/Enriched Class Goes on Enriching Field Trips 
The Neches River Adventure was an exciting field trip Mrs. Howard’s 4th Grade GT Class was able to attend. The 
students set sail down the Neches River on a pontoon boat where they were able to observe a unique ecosystem. 
They had the opportunity to experience hands-on nature and performed several water testing experiments.  
 
 
Huntsman Refinery provided an excellent learning opportunity for Mrs.Howard's 4th grade GT Class. The students 
hiked through an area located on Huntsman property that is home to the mottled duck as well as various other water 
fowl. The students learned about the importance of maintaining this important habitat. Next, the students were taken 
to a different area belonging to the Huntsman Refinery, the wetlands. Here they hiked along a marsh area and down 
a wooded trail. They explored various ecosystems, and the flora and fauna in this area. 
 
 
Mrs. Howard’s 4th grade GT class visited the Spindletop-Gladys City Boomtown Museum. The students were able 
to explore Gladys City and experience what life was like in the early 1900s. They also learned about the great oil 
boom that occurred in Beaumont. As the students gazed upon a huge derrick, it blew the gusher with a plume of 
water which simulated the discovery of oil at Spindletop!  
 
 
 



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 
 
Adventure Kingdom – 4th Grade Field Trip 

Fourth grade students enjoyed a day of fun at Adventure Kingdom.  They were complimented on their 
great behavior.       

 

 

 

 

 

 Huntsman Grant Opportunity 
PN-GISD recently received a $5,000 sustainability grant award 
from its neighbor, Huntsman Petrochemical LLC.  Port Neches 
Elementary, Woodcrest Elementary, and Ridgewood 
Elementary campuses are participating in this grant in 
partnership with ArmorShred in an effort to increase student 
awareness and understanding about the benefits of recycling. 
Port Neches Elementary science students participated in an 
activity to recycle wasted copy paper. After weighing wasted 
paper and collecting data, students placed the wasted paper into the new Armor Shred bins our school received. 
Armor Shred will empty the bins every two weeks. We appreciate Mike Miller, Sr. Environmental Manager, and 
Huntsman and Armor Shred for supporting our schools.  

Fifth Grade Math Field Trip – “Neches Federal Credit Union” 
      Employees at Neches Federal Credit Union graciously hosted PNE 5th graders for a math field trip. 
They talked with the students about personal finance such as balancing a budget, gross and net income, 

and advantages/disadvantages of using debit cards, credit 
cards, and writing checks. These topics are all part of 5th grade 
TEKS. They also let the students tour the credit union and each 
student held $100,000.00 (in front of the security camera, of 
course).  Students had a wonderful time and will always 
remember the warm welcome they received at NFCU. Thank 
you, Neches Federal Credit Union. 
 



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 

 “Science Hunger Games”
The second annual “Science Games” were held in April. Competing teams represented the fifth grade classes with 
additional participants out of the audience joining their panel to contribute bonus points. Everyone enjoyed the 
completion while reviewing for the Science STAAR test.  

Garth Penny Drive
PNE students got first place again in the 2015 “Change for the Children” penny drive .Participating 
schools helped up collect over 3,800 pounds of pennies!  These funds help hurting children and their 
families in Southeast Texas. Students were treated to a picnic with the Garth mascot and a performance 
by Acrodunk. 

Perfect Attendance Pizza Party Winners for the Fifth Six Weeks 

Mrs. Lofton and Mrs. 
LeTulle 

Mrs. Brawner and Mrs. Gil 

Mrs. Gray’s Class Mrs. Lumpkin’s Class 



    Port Neches Middle Happenings



Port Neches Middle School 7th grade 
girls’ volleyball, basketball, and track 
teams all won 1st place in district. This 
is the first time in school history for 
PNMS to receive the district crown in 
all three sports. Coach Mendoza, 
Coach Thigpen and Coach Bean are all 
very proud of these girls’ hard work 
and accomplishments.  

Denise Thigpen
  

Donna Nelson Jay Stone Cathy Mendoza 

PNMS will miss you! 



Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 

100th Day of School Fun!
Texas Independence Day 

Fun!

Ridgewood 1st Grade Martian Mania!

First graders and their teachers had a “blast” 
learning about space with dress up days, science 

experiments and making moon rocks! 



Ridgewood Science, Literature and Math Activities 
Mrs. Crommett’s Class Study the 

Solar System!   
Marshmallow Geometry in Mrs. 
Blount’s Second Grade Class! 

Mrs. Ware’s Class Make Animal 
Observations! 

Compost Experiments in Mrs. 
Woodall’s Class for Earth Day! 



Spring Fun at Ridgewood! 
Career and College Week! 

Ridgewood kids spent an entire week thinking about going to college, and what career 
they might want to take on when they get older.  There were special dress up days and 

guest career speakers during lunch time everyday!

Ridgewood Track 

       
     D

ay



 Taft Happenings 

Several teachers from Taft took 
advantage of the learning opportunity 
that was provided last summer with the 
iPad Academies.  One of the wonderful 

new things that was introduced was 
GoNoodle.  This is a free website that has tons 
and tons of brain breaks for the 
classroom.  The kids love this fun way of 

learning.  

Taft held its 2nd Annual Relay Recess on 
Friday, April 17th.  Parents were invited to 
come and walk a track we had at school.  

Students and parents received prizes and everyone had a 
great time.  Coach Gil culminated his health lessons with this fun 
activity.  



Taft PTA held their spring fundraiser and the 
students who sold five items or more were 
treated to a Pajama Party and a 3D 
movie.  Amaya Williams was the top 

seller.  She sold 25 items.  The party ended with all 
of the children SILLY STRINGING Mr. Addison!  

Second grade worked very hard on their plant unit in science. 
They ended this fun unit by planting some “PLANT PEEPS.”  

The second graders read stories such as The Tiny Seed 
and The Ugly Vegetable from their reading basal to 
correlate with their science.  Second grade 

also did their part to help encourage the third 
graders for the STAAR test.  They made guitars 

with some ‘rockin’ words of encouragement! 



     Van Buren Elementary Happenings 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PTA had a fundraiser where students sold candy. The top sellers were rewarded 
“Lunch with the Principal.”  

From a drawing, 3rd grader, 
Lilly Segura won the BIG 
CHOCOLATE BAR!! 

Students who sold 3 
or more cases of 
candy were treated 
to an ice cream 
party. 



 

 

The second grade classes hatched butterflies as part of their animal unit in 

science.  The children were very excited when the butterflies flew off to freedom. 

3rd graders having fun at Chuck E Cheese 



 
 
 

 

Van Buren Little Indians LOVE Coach Faircloth 

Brady Brashers, Cade, Tompkins,  
& Clay Curtice sport their shirts in  
Honor of their mom’s on Mother’s Day! 

Van Buren Buddies completed their 14th Relay, and as usual, a very 
memorable one. Van Buren Buddies raised $12,590.00 this year!!! Van Buren 
Buddies won the Super School trophy. Many thanks to everyone who helped 
us raise money for a great cause!! 





Woodcrest Elementary Happenings

 When 1st Grade celebrated 100 days of school, the entire campus could not resist joining in the fun of learning about “100”! 



Woodcrest Elementary Happenings

 
 
 
 

What better way to show the Police Dept. and Fire Dept. 
how much we appreciate them than to deliver them a 

handmade Valentine from our students? 

Chick-fil-A™Fundraiser to Support 
our 3rd Grade Bash

On March 12th, we had a fundraiser at our local Chick-
fil-A™ from 5 to 8 P.M.  Participants had to present a 

flier for Woodcrest to receive a percentage of the 
purchase.  We promised our students that if $250 or 

more was raised, then EVERY student will be treated to 
free ice cream.    GUESS HOW MUCH MONEY WAS 
RAISED? It was the most money EVER raised on a 

Chick-fil-A fundraiser--$340! 
 

Thanks to our PTA, and, in particular, Stacy Eberhardt, we now have a completed classroom set of mini iPads!  The 
funds for these iPads were provided by our Valentine Day canvas painting project, which Mrs. Eberhardt implemented 
on our campus.  This project generated $1,000 toward the purchase of these new iPads!  We appreciate ALL our PTA 
volunteers!  Having this classroom set of mini iPads will provide many more technology opportunities for our students! 

Author, Salina 
Yoon, Skypes™ 

Mrs. Baxter's Class 

This awesome student ROCKED 
his math facts, setting a record for 

the campus. Wow! 



Woodcrest Elementary Happenings

This year, our 1st Grade 
classes presented a 
wonderful spring music 
program called "Texas 
Hoedown."  Everyone 
was excited about 
watching this program.  
First Grade also had a 
fun time celebrating our 
Texas heritage.  We 
appreciated all of their 
hard work! 

Dana Melancon Meteorolo-
gist with KFDM 6 and FOX 4 

came to Mrs. Baxter's 
classroom to talk about 

weather!!!  Everyone had fun 
learning about the weather. 

 We are grateful to Mr. 
Melancon, KFDM 6, and Fox 

4 for providing us with this 
experience! 



Groves Middle Happenings 

GMS Says Goodbye 

Groves Middle School welcomed several teachers this year to the GMS Family. Even 
though we have gained these new members of our family, we sometimes have to say 
goodbye to others. We are sending our well-wishes to one of our staff members.

GMS Band 

The Groves Middle School Symphonic Band won UIL Sweepstakes with superior ratings 
in concert and sight-reading. 

Congratulations to both concert and symphonic bands! Thank you Mr. Trammel and Mrs. 
Creel for your hard work and dedication with these students! 

GMS Choir 

At the UIL Concert and Sight-reading Competition, both treble and tenor/bass choirs 
received the Sweepstakes Award. These choirs won 1st division in both concert and sight-
reading competitions. Thank you Mrs. Hollier for your devotion to our choir program! 

GMS Drama 

At the Texas Renaissance Festival this year, GMS drama placed 3rd in the One Act Play 
Contest. They were competing against schools from all over the state. 

Our drama students won 2nd place at the Educational Drama State Contest. 
Congratulations Ms. LeBlanc and drama students! 

Alexis LeMaire and Kara Pent received Special Award at EDA State for qualifying with 
superior in all 8 drama events throughout the year. 

Frank Breuer has moved on to another 
chapter in his life after 31 years in 
education. We were able to spend the last 
8 years with Frank in this district. 



 This spring, the Indian Bands competed at the Region 10 UIL Concert and 

Sightreading Contest and were honored with awards.  The Concert Band     

received ratings of "excellent" in both contests, and the Symphonic Band and 

Wind Ensemble earned Sweepstakes - ratings of "superior" in both contests as 

well as from the marching contest in the fall. Congrats to all the students! 

Review of The Great Gatsby 

HOSA has successful year 

HOSA recently had 19 senior students become 
Certified Nurse Aides! They are Kaylyn     
Bienvenue, Maddy Bonin, Maddison Browning, 
Carlie Carlos, Hannah Carter, Bailey Duplantis, 
Morgan Hamby, Jordon Hargrave, Preston   
Harrison, Tabitha Horn, Haleigh Jones,      
Rheagan Langley, Katy Lee, Miranda Lopez, 
Victoria Martinez, Taylor Reasons, Alex Reyna, 
Abbey Sturdivant, and Hannah Thompson. They 
had to complete 100 hours of training, including 
time in a local nursing home, and pass a difficult 
test. Great job! 

PN-G HIGH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

UIL Concert & Sight 
Reading Choir Contest 
consists of two separate 
contests.  The concert 
competition consists of 
performing three prepared 
songs for judges.  In the 
sight reading contest the 
choir is given six minutes 
to learn a new piece of 
music.  PN-G High School 
Choir earned a "2" in    

concert 
contest 
and a "1" 
in sight  
reading 
contest. 

The eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleberg “brood on over the solemn dumping ground” of the Valley of Ashes and over Mrs. Daigrepont’s    

English III classroom.  The theater department under the inspired direction of Mrs. Eyles staged a production of The Great Gatsby by 

F. Scott Fitzgerald in October, a production that has enhanced my English III classes’ study of this classic novel immeasurably this 

spring. This fall, the play was judged an incredible success by my students and myself as it vividly portrayed Jay Gatsby’s obsession 

with success American style.  Logan Brown played the enigmatic Gatsby in his white suit above the crowd, Railey Tassin was the 

irresistible Daisy Buchanan charming all the men in her circle, and Hunter Courts played the brusque, brutal Tom Buchanan, carelessly 

wrecking others’ lives. All facets of the production showed careful planning and interpretation of a complex novel from the props  

depicting the living rooms of the rich, the ritzy Plaza Hotel, and the scene of the hit and run to the partygoers dancing the Charleston.  

The play was thoroughly well-acted and effectively staged.  To my delight,  Mrs. Eyles generously loaned the billboard of T.J.     

Eckleberg’s eyes that hung over the stage to me to display in my classroom.  The eyes cover one whole wall of the classroom daily 

reminding my students, who love the billboard, of the setting of the climax of the novel.  Class discussions of the novel this semester 

have been deeper and more animated than in any other year that we have studied the novel.  Students have also had the opportunity to 

make significant analyses of the challenges of staging a novel.  For extra credit, students successfully analyzed props used in the play, 

the final plateau of the stage production, or three major characters in the play.  I was impressed by the number, depth and length of 

student responses to the rather complex extra credit assignment.  The production was a rousing success in two ways:  it rendered the 

novel faithfully and vividly, and it enriched students’ understanding of this classic exposé of the American Dream.  I cannot wait to see 

what Mrs. Eyles and the Theater Department have in store next year. 

--Nancy Daigrepont, English III, PNG High School 

Daniel Bridges and Jessenia 

Castro earned All-Star Cast 

honors during the Bi-District 

round of competition. 

PN-G Band Earns Superior Rating 



Hannah Jordan received Best of Show this 

year at the YMBL state fair.  This is the   

highest honor given at the fair.     

Senior Laurel   
Brittain placed first 
in Feature Writing 
and Sophomore 
Madison Hamby 
placed first in 
News Writing at 
the UIL Academic 
Regional Meet.  
Both girls will  
compete at the 
State Meet in  
Austin in May.    
Good Luck! 

Art Accolades 

UIL Journalism State Bound 

Ashlynn Ortiz won 3rd

place and an honorable

mention for her artwork

shown at the annual 

Lamar State College -

Port Arthur Art

Contest.  Honorable

mention honors were also

given to Rebecca 

Richard, Katherine

Jacobs, Hannah Jordan,

Blake Smith, and     

Rachel Knowles.

PN-G HIGH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

In February, the Art Museum of 

Southeast Texas held its annual 

Senior Protégé Art Contest.  There 

were only 25 pieces chosen to be 

part of the senior show.  Eight of 

them were from our PN-G 

students.  They are:  Keila 

Watkins, Katherine Jacobs, Coby 

Tran, Natasha Beinvenu, Peyton 

Simon, Brooke Sonnier, Jose 

Barron, and Jason Pham.   

Congratulations to the 

following students 

who competed at the 

state level for Texas   

History Day. Lauren 

Dumesnil competed 

in the Individual    

Historical Paper   

category while     

Rebecca Vollene competed in the Individual Web Site 

category.  John Dubois competed in the Individual 

Documentary category while Sandy Jiang competed in 

Individual Exhibit.  Nolan Ford, Noah Holtham, Prem 

Gelivi, Courtney Marsh, and Jenny Brown each     

competed in the Group Documentary category.     

Congrats to all! 

Texas History 

Day 

The annual Law Day contest was held last week and we hadfour finalists chosen.  Out of 76entries from surrounding schools, only 17 finalists werechosen.  They all received anhonorable mention and theirart pieces will hang in the Federal Courthouse for the next year.  The four finalistsare:  Hannah Jordan, Johna Swift-Thomas, Lanee Tesch,and Rachel Knowles.



Girls’ Golf District Champions 

The PN-G boys’ golf team won its sixth consecutive district championship this year and for the fourth year 
in a row, Senior Braden Bailey won the tournament. All five team members and Junior Bryant Hardy       

qualified for the regional tournament. The team competed at the regional tournament at River Ridge and 

placed third, qualifying them for the state tournament. The team played competitively at the state         

tournament and represented PN-G very well. Team members include Braden Bailey, Brandon Soileau,  

Tyler Feemster, Josh Elmore, and Cameron Keith. 

PN-G HIGH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

The girls’ golf team won the district championship 

this year and they also advanced to the regional 

tournament. Team members are Karlei Hemler, 

Brynna Bailey, Rian Weatherford, Kensey Dukes, and 

Railie Guidry. These ladies competed very well at 

the regional tournament and Karlei Hemler      

advanced to the state tournament. 

Boys’ Golf Successful at State 

Braden Bailey has claimed
the District Champion title 

for four straight years.  He 

also won three tournaments 

this season.  He placed 2nd 

at Regionals for the second 

year in a row.  Braden has 

qualified for the State    

Tournament for four 

straight years and he tied 

for 10th place at this year’s 

tournament  He plans to 

attend Baylor on a golf 

scholarship.   

Junior Tyler Moran     
qualified for the state 

power lifting tournament 

this year. Tyler placed 

third at the Regional 

Meet. Tyler went on to 

place eighteenth in the 

state. Congratulations! 

 Congratulations to Sophomore 

Karlei Hemler for earning 1st 

place in six 

tournaments 

this season.  

Karlei also 

won 1st place 

in district, 

qualifying her 

for  Regionals. 

After an     

exciting    

playoff round 

at  Regionals, 

Karlei earned 

a spot to compete in the state 

tournament. She came in 35th 

out of the 72 state competitors.  

This is the first time PN-G has 

sent a female golfer to the state 

tournament.  

Powerlifting 



Congratulations to the Girls’ 

Soccer Team for winning the 

District Championship this 

year. The Girls’ Soccer Team 

advanced to the Regional 

Tournament for the first time 

in school history. They beat 

Galena Park in the Bi-District 

round, beat Santa Fe in the 

Area round, and beat King-

wood Park in the Regional 

Quarterfinal round.  Also for 

the first time, all ten seniors 

earned Academic All- State 

Honors. 

PN-G HIGH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Basketball All—  

District Honors 
Second Team: 

John Dubois 

Jake Robbins 

Ryan Abel 

Destiny Post (not pictured) 

Tennis History Soccer 2015 District Champions 
District MVP — Koby Jones 

Newcomer of the Year —Colton Stone 

Goalkeeper of the Year — Bryce Meche 

First Team —   Austin Bergeron, 

Brant Dykes, Eric Sandoval, 

Gunnar Nicholson, & Chase 

Gordon     

Second Team —  Alan Gonzalez, 

Christian Chavez, Christian   

Davalos, & Garrison VanHouten 

Congratulations!! 

Courtney Marsh and Lauren Dumesnil 

made school history to sweep the 

girls’ singles division at district     

placing first and second. Both girls 

went on to compete in the regional 

tournament in Willis, TX.  Great job! 

In addition to winning their 7th District Championship they also had 

eleven team members named to the All-District Team. 

District MVP & Honorable Mention All-State — Mikayla Johnson 

First Team – Abbey Sturdivant, Hannah Higgins, Hailey Loupe, Jasmine Figueroa, & Mackenzie Tindel 

Second Team – Kara Killman, Alyssa Talbot, Hannah Gerald, Bailey Quinn, & Bailey Tran 

Congratulations Regional Quarterfinal Champs! 

Soccer Earns Regional Tournament Appearance 



 

 
 
 

Dear Indians, 

It seems that we just finished Spring Break and here we are at the end of May.  The spring semester has flown by and I 
have witnessed outstanding performance from our teachers, parents and students.  Back in August, we continued to 
have extremely high expectations for our students, and I am proud of their accomplishments.  The combination of 
teachers, parents, business and students creates and continues a long-standing and strong tradition….a tradition of 
excellence not seen in any other school district in the Great State of Texas.  We appreciate our teachers’ hard work and 
love for our children, and their efforts are always appreciated. 

Our students have competed and succeeded at the local, district, regional, state and national level and we are very 
proud of them.  They are taught to compete and to win, and that is what they do.  They continue to make our communities proud.  Our great 
reputation continues to spread throughout the state and people want their children to attend school here.  Our communities are growing, both 
Groves and Port Neches.  Homes are being built and more are on the way in both towns.  As a realtor, my wife continues to receive calls daily for 
homes in Port Neches and Groves.  The supply does not meet the demand and it might not ever do so.  That is a good problem to have.  We have had 
four Facility Committee meetings and I encourage our parents, grandparents, employees and business owners to participate in our meetings.  You can 
call the office and Cheryl can give you dates and times. We would love to have you be a part of this process.   

Another Legislative session has come and is almost over with some good, some not so good.  We still have great momentum from last session and it 
has shown this session.   I will continue to fight for our district and our teachers and our children.  I saw a tremendous amount of involvement on the 
part of our staff this session.  A large number of calls were made to legislators and it certainly makes a difference.  I appreciate everyone’s efforts to 
contact legislators and voice what is best for our district, our communities and our way of life.  On another positive note, we did not have to have any 
makeup or bad weather days. 

I attended the Awards Ceremony Tuesday night and was very impressed with our students.  To me, the Awards Ceremony fully displays Honor, Pride 
and Tradition.  Our students have worked very hard and have earned the right to be recognized and awarded.  Our students were dressed very nicely, 
behaved in an exemplary manner and were very gracious for their awards.  Most important to me is that they were happy for their peers when their 
names were called.  I feel confident that those students will go to the next level and not only succeed but excel in whatever endeavor they pursue.  
Parents, thank you for choosing Port Neches-Groves ISD! 

The hot humid Southeast wind is beginning to blow and with that comes hot humid summer days.  I want to always emphasize that we cannot be too 
careful in our travels to and from the lake or beach.  Safety around the water must always be a priority.  I hope all of your travels are fun, relaxing and 
enjoyable.  I end the school year with great memories, and hope that I can learn from my failures.  I look forward to spending quality with my six 
children and beautiful wife.  We have a number of challenges ahead for this summer, but we will put our best effort forward and meet those 
challenges.  We are all on the same team, working together in the same direction to maintain the excellence that we all demand.  Again, I am very 
thankful to be the Superintendent for this tremendous district and look forward to a great 2015-2016 school year. 

Our enrollment continues to grow, we are financially fit, the tradition lives on and life is good at PNG.  I am thankful to be here and look forward to 
seeing each of you soon.  Have a safe summer and have some fun with family and friends. 

God Bless Y’all! 

Rodney D. Cavness, Ed.D. 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 

PNGISD Board of Trustees 
Jim Walters, President 

Lana Parker, Vice President 
Eric Sullivan, Secretary 

Darren McCutcheon, Member 
Melanie Miller, Member 

Rodney Balsamo, Member 
Rusty Brittain, Member 

Administration Building 
620 Avenue C 
Port Neches, TX  77651 
409.722.4244         409.724.7864 (fax) 

P o r t  N e c h e s – G r o v e s  I S D

PNGISD 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
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